
Microbial Geneties I&oratory 
Genetfce Btilding 

February 10, 19% 

Dr. Xraff$ A. Ehricke 
Convair-Astronautics Division 
San Diego, California 

Dear Dr. Ehricket 

I an writing to ask whether you could favor me with reprints of certain 
of your publications wflich I have been able to examine btiefly, and would 
Uke tbs opportunity of having at hand for closer study. 

They are, firat of all, the AR3 report on a natioual space fUg$ht progem, 
which appeared in Astronautica, aa did another of your article8 on the anthr+ 
pology of 8pace travel. 

If you can spare reprints, I would al80 appreciate having your calculation8 
on Vhe satelloidr, and on the lament of orbital. vetic168*, which appeared 
in Astronautica Acta, 2:63-3.00, and 17)-l% respectively. 

I have been rather disturbed that so few of my colleagues have awakened 
to the implication8 fur basic biological soience of the rapidly approaching 
era of space travel, or to say the least of lunar probea. A great deal 
has been done and written, to be sure, on the physiology of man in space 
but biologists theaselvee have ccmtributed very little to the diacuraicn 
of extra-terrestrialfoms of ufe, andnowwemaybe approaching the point 
of doing smething about it! In fact, I rather fear that a lack of inter 
disciplinary cmmun&ation laay frustrate one of the really important oppoz- 
tunitiear which raay arise fran co&+ with the moon, the Lnzbject of the enclosed 
memorandum. It i8, unhappily, CrymptmtiG of thi8 that the topic Was not 
even skirted in your comtnittee~s report, notwithstanding that it would have 
tried to find every reasonable justification for the cost of such a program. 

The subject of the mmorandum is being taken up in biological circles, 
and (I hope) by the lktional Academy of Sciences, but it is hardly too 8oon 
(I hope not too latel) to try to ccmnuuicate with infomed enthusiast8 on 
the techAica1 eide of the fence. Hcmever, I would hope that it not be given 
too much popular publkity until my 8cientlfiai colleague8 have had a shame 
to think about it. 

Your8 sinceply, 

, *' 
$08hua Lederberg f 
Chaiman,Depar@entof 

!'kdiCal &3rAetiC8 


